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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-13, 15, 18-22, 24-28 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by USPN 3,543,326 to Rohrberg et al. Rohrberg et al (Figs. 3-3a) discloses a carpet 
clamp comprising; 

a support having an upwardly facing surface, the carpet clamp on the support defining; 

a horizontal wall (90); an upright wall (102) projecting upwardly and orthogonally away 
from the horizontal wall and having first and second oppositely facing surfaces; and a cap (92) 
on the upright wall and having first and second free ends, the cap, horizontal wall and first 
surface on the upright wall cooperatively defining a U-shaped first receptacle opening in one 
horizontal direction, the cap, second surface on the upright wall and upwardly facing surface on 
the support cooperatively defining a U-shaped second receptacle opening oppositely to the one 
horizontal direction, a first layer (22) placed against the upwardly facing support surface and 
having a first edge portion that nests in the U-shaped first receptacle, and a second layer (20) 
placed against the upwardly facing surface and having a second edge portion that nests in the U- 
shaped second receptacle, wherein the first layer comprises a flexible or rigid material and the 
second layer comprises a rigid or flexible material, wherein the cap has a first downwardly 
facing surface (left of upright wall) and the first downwardly facing surface and the first surface 
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on the upright wall meet at a line, wherein the cap has a second downwardly facing surface (right 
of upright wall) at the second downwardly facing surface and the second surface on the upright 
wall meet at a radiused surface portion, wherein the cap has a first portion (94) that projects a 
first distance from the upright wall in one horizontal direction to the first free end and bounds the 
first receptacle and a second portion (100) that projects a second distance from the upright wall 
oppositely to the one horizontal direction, and bounds the second receptacle, wherein the first 
distance is substantially greater than the second distance (Fig. 3a), and wherein the upright wall 
and cap are substantially rigid and rigidly interconnected so that the upright wall and cap have a 
substantially fixed relative orientation. 

As to claims 10-12 and 18-22 as seen in Fig. 2, the cap includes a first rounded-end 
portion that projects a first distance from the upright wall and a second rounded-end portion that 
projects a second distance from the upright wall opposite one another, the first and second 
portions further define downward facing surfaces, where the first and second distances are 
different. The horizontal wall defines oppositely facing flat surfaces respectively within first and 
second reference planes and is reconfigurable within a space between the first and second 
reference planes because of its separable connection with the cap, where the horizontal wall 
includes tack prongs (64) on an upward flat surface thereof. At the rounded-end portion of the 
second portion of the cap, a terminal portion (96) is disposed at angle less than 25 degrees. 

As to claims 8, 9 and 13, the material of the clamp cover is unitary piece as seen in Fig. 3 
of metal or non-metal, non-metal material formed of plastic material by an extrusion process. 

As to claims 41-43, the first portion of the cap that projects a first distance or length of 
the first surface is flat and displaced at an angle, while the second portion of the cap the projects 
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a second distance or length of the second surface is substantially flat and substantially 
horizontally oriented. 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 29-33 and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
USPN 2,980,943 to Barnes et al. Barnes et al (Fig. 2) discloses a single-piece joint cover or strip 
mounted on a support having an upwardly facing surface, the cover or strip defining; 

a horizontal wall (31); an upright wall (32) projecting angularly and upwardly away from 
the horizontal wall and having first and second oppositely facing surfaces; and a cap (33) on the 
upright wall, the cap, horizontal wall and first surface on the upright wall cooperatively defining 
a U-shaped first receptacle opening in one horizontal direction, the cap, second surface on the 
upright wall and upwardly facing surface on the support cooperatively defining a U-shaped 
second receptacle opening oppositely to the one horizontal direction, a first layer (28) placed 
against the upwardly facing support surface and having a first edge portion that nests in the U- 
shaped first receptacle, and a second layer (25) placed against the upwardly facing surface and 
having a second edge portion that nests in the U-shaped second receptacle, wherein the first layer 
comprises a flexible or rigid material and the second layer comprises a rigid or flexible material 
and wherein the upright wall and cap are substantially rigid and rigidly interconnected so that 
the upright wall and cap have a substantially fixed relative orientation, wherein the horizontal 
wall has oppositely facing flat surfaces respectively within first and second reference planes and 
the horizontal wall is weakened so that the horizontal wall is reconfigurable within a space 
between the first and second reference planes. 
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As to claims 33-35 as seen in Fig. 2, the cap includes a first rounded-end portion (34a) 
that projects a first distance from the upright wall and a second rounded-end portion (34b) that 
projects a second distance from the upright wall opposite one another, the first and second 
portions further define downward facing surfaces, where the first and second distances are 
different. 

The horizontal wall defines oppositely facing flat surfaces respectively within first and second 
reference planes and is reconfigurable within a space between the first and second reference 
planes, where the horizontal wall includes tack prongs (36a) on an upward flat surface thereof. 
At the rounded-end portion (34a), a terminal portion is disposed at angle less than 25 degrees. 

As to claims 31, 32 and 36, the material of the one-piece cover or strip is of metal or non- 
metal, non-metal material formed by extrusion process (col. 6, lines 17-26). 

As to claims 38 and 39, the thickness of the one-piece cover or strip is formed in the 
range of .03-.08 inches (col. 6, lines 65-68). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16, 17, 23 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rohrberg et al. Rohrberg et al discloses that the dimensions of the carpet clamp are minimal but 
Rohrberg does not disclose the specific range of thicknesses of the carpet clamp as claimed by 
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applicant. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention was made to modify the carpet clamp of Rohrberg to include the range of 
thickness as claimed, since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are 
disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill 
in the art. Further, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention was made to modify the carpet clamp of Rohrberg to include the angle 
range of a portion of the cap as claimed, since it has been held that where the general conditions 
of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves 
only routine skill in the art as well. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 



Response to Applicant's Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed in the Amendment of November 21, 2005, with respect to 
the rejection of claims 1-39 over Barnes et al have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of applicant's amendment to the claims, thus, #3,543,326 
to Rohrberg et al has been applied to meet the limitations of applicant's claims. Further, Barnes 
et al is used to meet the amended limitations of applicant's claims as well. Accordingly, claims 
1-13, 15-33 and 35-43 are found to be unpatentable over the prior art made of record. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andre' L. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (9:30 am - 6 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Andre L. Jackson 
Patent Examiner 
AU 3677 
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